
Built Capacity Analysis

These graphs compare the new annual generation build using summer capacity values (in MW) by utilities 
and non-utilities from 2008-2025. “Utilities” as used in these charts were labeled as “Electric Utility” based 
on the EIA 860A/860B database’s definition. “Non-Utilities” as used in these charts were labeled as “IPP 
CHP”, “IPP Non-CHP”, “Commercial CHP”, “Commercial Non-CHP”, “Industrial CHP”, and “Industrial Non-
CHP” based on the EIA 860A/860B database’s definition. The purpose of these graphs is to measure the 
number of generators built that were likely included in a utility’s rate base compared to those generation 
units that were built outside of that framework. Additional graphs further stratify the built capacity by year 
into groups by the 14 competitive states/jurisdictions and 35 monopoly states, as well as renewable and 
non-renewable energy sources. These graphs demonstrate that in most instances non-utilities built more 
generating capacity than that of their utility counterparts, although it is understood that the in the 
traditional vertically integrated states, the output of these non-utility owned generators is likely being sold 
to the local utilities in these states under long term agreements.

General Definitions: 
Utility: Electric Utility 
Non-Utility: IPP CHP, IPP Non-CHP, Commercial CHP, Commercial Non-CHP, Industrial CHP, Industrial Non-
CHP 

Note: These calculations considered both built capacity in currently operable plants, as well as those were 
built and have since retired.

The information presented in this document represents the views of RESA as an organization and may not necessarily reflect the 
views of any particular RESA member.
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Total Summer Capacity Built Nationally by Utility and Non-Utilities from 2008 to 2025:

This chart shows that in the contiguous US, non-utilities built more than double (357,380.8 MW) the 
capacity than utilities (159,237.0 MW) from 2008-2025. The charts that follow further refine this data into 
additional groupings including renewable versus non-renewable and between the 14 competitive 
states/jurisdictions and the 35 monopoly states.
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Total Summer Capacity Built by Utility and Non-Utilities in Vertically Integrated and Competitive 
States/Jurisdictions from 2008-2025:

This chart shows that in the 14 competitive states/jurisdictions, much of the generation capacity built was 
done by non-utilities. This is not surprising as these states have been restructured such that the Utilities in 
these states are not vertically-integrated. On the other hand, the chart also shows that even in the 35 
traditional vertically-integrated monopoly states that the non-utilities have also built more generation 
capacity than have the vertically-integrated utilities. However, because these states’ IOUs are vertically 
integrated, it is likely that much of the output of these non-utility generators are being sold to the 
vertically integrated IOUs under long term agreements.
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Total Renewable and Non-Renewable Summer Capacity Built (in MW) by Vertically Integrated and 
Competitive States/Jurisdictions from 2008 to 2025:

This chart shows the composition of capacity built in each of the jurisdictions segmented by renewable 
and non-renewable power sources. In both the competitive and vertically integrated monopoly states, 
renewable generation capacity built exceeded non-renewable capacity built by a significant margin over 
this time period. However, it is interesting to note the difference in the proportion of the renewable and 
non-renewable generation capacity built in the 14 competitive states/jurisdictions compared to the 35 
traditional vertically-integrated monopoly states.  Specifically, the ratio of renewable to non-renewable 
generation capacity built in the competitive states/jurisdictions was 1.35, whereas in the 35 traditional 
vertically-integrated monopoly states the ratio was 1.51.
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Total Renewable and Non-Renewable Summer Capacity Built (in MW) by Utility and Non-Utilities in 
Vertically Integrated and Competitive States/Jurisdictions from 2008 to 2025:

As shown previously, this chart also shows that in the 14 competitive states/jurisdictions, much of the 
generation capacity built was done by non-utilities, and again, this is not surprising as these states have 
been restructured. Additionally, this chart segments the renewable and non-renewable generation built 
by utilities and non-utilities in both jurisdictions. Once again, the chart also shows that even in the 35 
traditional vertically-integrated monopoly states that the non-utilities have built more generation 
capacity than have the vertically-integrated utilities. However, it is interesting to note that in the 35 
vertically-integrated monopoly states, the non-utilities built a significantly greater amount of renewable 
generation capacity in those states (2.6 non-utility renewable to utility renewable ratio) whereas the 
utilities built a proportionally higher non-renewable generation capacity (2.0 utility non-renewable to 
non-utility non-renewable ratio).
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